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Principal’s Message

Mr Stephen Bevan

WEEK 5 TERM 3
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to the half way point of yet another wonderful term at Grandis Primary School. I hope that you find
the content of this week’s newsletter to be helpful and informative.
COVID-19 Update
The further relaxation of coronavirus restrictions in Western Australia has been delayed again due to
outbreaks in other states. This means that our school will continue to operate under Phase 4 restrictions. What
does this mean for our school?









Students should not attend school if they are sick. If a student appears unwell they will be sent home.
Parents are asked not to enter classrooms unless invited in by a staff member for a meeting.
Parents must observe physical distancing of one person per two square metres when on school
grounds.
Parents should observe good hygiene practices.
Staff will continue to remind students of the need to follow good hygiene practices e.g. regular hand
washing, use of hand sanitiser, use of tissues, refraining from hugs/handshakes etc.
Toilet doors will remain propped open to avoid contact with handles.
Extra cleaning of high touch areas and playground equipment will continue.
School events will be modified or cancelled where needed.

We are committed to providing a safe learning environment for our students and staff, so we ask that parents
follow the Phase 4 restrictions as outlined above.
Uniform
We are pleased with the way most of our students and parents are supporting the school Dress Code. It is
important that students remember to wear a plain navy blue jumper or jacket on cold days (not a hoodie).
They are also permitted to wear an additional jacket on very cold days but should remove it when in class.
School broad-brimmed navy blue hats are also mandatory.
We are still waiting for Lowes to provide more hats in their Joondalup store. These hats are recommended
as they are double sided and have your child’s faction colour on the inside. We have loaned hats to some
students who have not been able to purchase one yet.

Attendance
Attendance at school is essential if your child is to progress
at a developmentally appropriate level. It is also a legal
requirement. If students are constantly late or absent their
learning is impacted significantly. It is a parents’
responsibility to get their children to school on time. Those
who find it difficult to get to school on time should contact the
school for support. Some suggestions that may help you
include:
1. Develop a regular routine i.e. wake, get up, breakfast,
clean teeth, get dressed, get into car etc.
2. Create a poster with the routine on it and place it in a
prominent place in your house.
3. Develop a reward system to encourage your child to get
ready on time.
4. Turn off TV or electronic devices before school.
5. Get your child out of bed 5 minutes earlier than normal.
6. Make your expectations clear and follow through with
consistent messages regardless of how your child responds.

For more information visit https://www.education.wa.edu.au/attendance-and-absenteeism

Unexplained Absences from School
It is a legal requirement that student absences from school are explained with a ‘reasonable cause’. A
reasonable cause includes things like sickness, medical appointments, cultural or religious observances.
Absences are best explained using our Schoolstream app. Other ways you can explain an absence include
sending an email to your child’s teacher, writing a note or by phoning/talking with them. It is important that you
explain why your child was/will be absent so that a ‘reasonable cause’ can be established and recorded on
our attendance system.

Attendance Competition
To reward students who attend regularly, always provide an
explanation for absences and/or always arrive on time, we are
holding a special competition. Starting next week, students will
receive a token if:
1.
They attend every day of the week. Please note, if a
student is sick they must stay home.
2.
Any absence is explained by their parent/carer with a
‘reasonable cause’.
3.
They arrive on time every day of the week.
Tokens will be placed in a box and names will be drawn each Friday. Winning students will choose from a
prize box each week. At the end of the term, all tokens from Weeks 6 to 10, will be placed in one box and a
special draw will be made to win a drone……yes, A DRONE!! 

Community Use
Part of the school is now being used on a Sunday by a church group who previously met at the Banksia Grove
Community Centre. The group has completed a Community Use Agreement which allows them to access the
school site. The School Board and staff were consulted and approved to the agreement as part of the school’s
desire to promote close links with the Banksia Grove community.
Athletics Carnival
The school Athletics Carnival will be held on Thursday 27 August. A SchoolStream post was sent home about
this last week. The post included a program. It is important that parents understand that the times on the
program are subject to change. If heavy rain is forecast, we will move the event to Friday 28 August. If both
days are inclement then the event will be cancelled.
At the event, parents and family members will be expected to follow COVID-19 restrictions which include
maintaining 1.5 metre distance from other family groups and good hygiene practices. Students will be required
to remain with their faction groups and are not permitted to sit with parents except during the lunch break. It
is essential that parents provide close supervision of toddlers or younger than school aged children who may
be attending. As a school event, parents and spectators are also reminded that dogs and alcohol are not
permitted on the school site.
The P&C are holding a lunchtime sausage sizzle at the Faction Carnival. A pre-order form was sent home
last week. Orders will not be taken on the day. The sausage sizzle is provided for all students and parents
attending the carnival. All orders will be delivered to Faction bays and given to your child at the beginning of
lunch, you will be able to eat lunch with your child. Kindy Gold group orders will be delivered to their
classroom. The cost is $2.50 per sausage sizzle and sauce will be provided. The canteen will be open on
the day from 8.30am till 2pm and will have water, cans of soft drink and juice for you to purchase throughout
the day by cash only. The P&C has also organised a coffee van on the day. The van will be situated near
the canteen.
Carpark Safety
Parents and carers are reminded to be kind, responsible and respectful when in and around our school
carpark. Pedestrians should be mindful of cars and use the crosswalks. Drivers should give way to pedestrians
in all circumstances. Parents should watch their children carefully and always use the paths provided.
Students are not permitted to ride or use scooters in the carpark area. They should walk their bike or scooter
out of the carpark before using it.
The parallel parking bays in front of the office are for kiss-and-drive drop off and pick up only. Please do not
park and leave your vehicle in these spaces. We ask that you move forward to the last bay when you can,
and depart as soon as your child is dropped off or picked up. Students should get in or out of your vehicle on
the path side.
Parent and Carer Survey 2020
This week you will have received a SchoolStream post about our 2020 Community Survey. It is important that
you take the time to compete this survey as we rely on your feedback in order to assess how we are going
and to plan for improvement in the future. All constructive feedback is welcome and will be taken seriously.
The survey closes on Sunday 30 August. We look forward to your participation in the survey.
VacSwim swimming lessons
Enrolments are now open for VacSwim swimming lessons during the
October and December/January school holidays.
October is a great time to get your children ready for summer and
January offers fun lessons at beach or pool locations during the long
break.

Your children can start as young as five years old. Enrol your children in VacSwim now at
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/vacswim
Behaviour Expectations
Throughout the year we have been focusing on
specific behaviour expectations, providing
students with activities and reminders of what the
behaviours mean in practical ways.
Our focus at the moment is on being
RESPONSIBLE. Students have been learning
that they are responsible for their own behaviour.
Ways that show that ‘we are responsible’ include:












We are Kind
We are Respectful
We are Responsible
We are Learners

We keep our hands and feet to ourselves.
We tell the truth.
We follow instructions.
We are on time and organised.
We wear the correct school uniform.
We play safe and sensible games.
We think about others before we act.
We are accountable for our own actions.
We look after the health and safety of ourselves and others.
We are role models.
We do the right thing, even when no one is watching.

Regards,
Mr Stephen Bevan, PRINCIPAL

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning for a decade, plant trees;
if you are planning for a lifetime, educate people.” Chinese Proverb

Chinese Proverb

Deputy Principal’s Message

Mrs Jones

Lost Property
Our lost property basket is overflowing with unnamed jumpers and jackets. It is very important that you put
your child’s name clearly on their jumpers as when they are misplaced they are more likely to be returned to
the rightful owner. On Monday we will lay out all the lost property on the raised limestone blocks between the
library and the administration block. Please come and collect any lost items.

Zones of Regulation
At Grandis particularly in the lower grade we teach as a part of our Social and Emotional Learning program
the Zones of Regulation. This approach uses four colours to help children identify how they are feeling in the
moment given their emotions and guide them to strategies to support emotional regulation. You may wish to
use this language at home when talking to your child/ren about how they are feeling.

Rough play
We have noticed an increase of rough play and play fighting at recess and lunch time. Whilst rough play has
many benefits including children learning to take risks, develop physical activity, and offers a place for selfexpression, releasing energy and also reducing tension. However, this type of play is best conducted in the
home environment with close parental support and engagement. Rough play is not safe in the school setting,
we encourage kind, respectful and responsible play during the school day. Please discuss this with your child.
Regards,
Trudy Jones, DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Chaplains Corner
Hi everyone!
I recently read an article about the link between our physical health and our mental health. Some of the points
were great reminders such as how regular sleep and a balanced diet positively impact our mental health. I
was interested to read that regular exercise helps pump blood to your brain helping you to think clearer and
can actually increase the size of your hippocampus (the part of the brain responsible for memory). The part
of the article that surprised me the most was the link between Hydration (drinking water) and our mental
health. With our brains being made up of 75% water, not drinking enough water can very quickly affect moods,
lead to headaches and cause difficulty concentrating. After reading this, I plan to be more disciplined in my
water consumption!
To read more: https://headtohealth.gov.au/meaningful-life/physical-health
Mandy the Chaplain 

Other Important Messages
P&C
Many thanks go to all the parents who have supported our P&C fundraising this year. We are busy working
towards opening our school canteen in Term Four. Not many people know that the canteen is completely
funded and operated by the P&C. Your support of all our fundraising efforts means we can fund the canteen
opening this year.
With this in mind, we have a few more exciting plans up our sleeves. A Father’s Day stall and a big event to
close the year. Our Tea Towels have been printed and are on the way, so look out for those coming home
with your children.
We are looking forward to seeing all your smiling faces at our first Faction Carnival next week. We will have
the canteen open for water, soft drinks, juice, small lolly bags and a yummy sausage sizzle for lunch. We will
also have coloured hair spray in all our faction colours, and a coffee van joining us from 9am until 1pm.
Thanks Jemma
P&C Secretary

Camp Australia

Term 3 Events for Your Diary
Please note that activities and dates may change. Changes will usually be communicated via the
Schoolstream app.
Week 6
Week 6
Week 7
Week 7
Week 7
Week 7
Week 8

27 August
28 August
01 Sept
01 Sept
01 Sept
04 Sept
10 Sept

Week 9
and 10
Week 10

14 Sept –
25 Sept
25 Sept

Faction Carnival
Back up day for Faction Carnival if bad weather
Father’s Day Stall – Day One
School Board Meeting 5:30pm
P & C Meeting 7:30pm
Father’s Day Stall – Day Two
Favourite Sports Team free dress day. Gold coin donation for
“The Smith Family” charity.
In-term Swimming lessons (10 school days) PP to Yr 6 only
Last day of Term 3

Here are students who achieved a place in today’s Year 3 – 6 Long Jump competition. Well done to everyone
who participated and thankyou to Miss Bramley for organising it.

